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• Headquarters in downtown Los Angeles 

 

• Variety of training programs and publications 

 

• More than 115,000 alumni 

 

• Program Planning & Proposal Writing is 

basis of most proposal writing and training 

today 

 

• Learn more at www.tgci.com 
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Be Strategic  Prospect 

• Be Proactive 

 

• Think Long-Term 

 

• Learn about serious 

research tools & use 

them 
 

 

Plan the Work & Work the Plan! 
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Government Foundations & 

Corporations 

Issue requests for proposals and 

application guidelines 

Seldom solicit proposals 

May not provide guidelines 

Federal very organized – others 

less so 

It JUST depends 

Relationships can be helpful Relationships usually critical 

Quality of proposal is critical Quality of proposal often less critical than 

quality of relationship 

Government Funders and Private Funders are Different 
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Catalog of Federal Domestic 

Assistance 

 

 

Provides information on every federal 

funding program that is authorized by 

statute and that requires you to apply. 

Get Ahead of the Game! 

(CFDA) 

www.cfda.gov 
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           Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 

                                       www.cfda.gov 

“water quality” 





 

Design, demo, or 

disseminate ENV 

ED practices, etc. 

Must address two sets of 

priorities 



 More musts! But good 

variety. 

The usual suspects are 

generally eligible to apply 



 



Research Grant Programs 

through the CFDA 

• Brainstorm Key Words and 

Phrases – Think Broadly 

 

• Study CFDA Listing 

 

• Visit Website of Relevant 

Federal Agency 

 

• Call Federal Agency if You 

Have Additional Questions 
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A Few Basic Questions 

1. Does opportunity match the mission 

& priorities of my organization? 

 

2. Is my organization eligible to apply? 

 

3. Does this grant program offer a 

competition each year? 

 

 

 

 

4.  When is the next competition expected to open? 

5. Can I get a copy of the most recent application 

guidelines? (Federal  agency site? Grants.gov?) 

When might the 
next competition 
open? 

Call agency 
contact! 
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Fee-Based service that 

includes federal, other 

government, & private 

funders. 

 

Federal 

- Daily listing of ALL 

funding opportunities 

- Quick access to both 

opened and closed 

opportunities 

- Archived guidelines 

- Quick link to all federal 

agencies 

- Quick link to CFDA 

 

        ww.tgci.com 
 

 

 



State  -  County  -  Municipal 

• Check out web sites 

• Call Office of Governor, County 

Official, Mayor 

• Ask colleagues 

Most state, county, municipal grants are “pass 

through” from federal funds  
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Find a Connection 

What’s the Mutual Interest 

Private Funders    

Relationships 
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Five percent rule                        
Nonprofits 



• General areas  of interest 

• Some have deadlines, some 

don’t 

• Many don’t accept proposals 

Private Foundations     
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Doing the Research 

Step 1 – Use a good, thorough database 

 

Step 2 – Brainstorm key words and phrases 

 

Step 3 – Establish a system to organize the   

information you find 

 

Step 4 – Decide what questions you want to answer 

 

Step 5 – Use 990-PF tax returns to fill in the blanks 

 

Step 6 – Decide which of your organization’s efforts are most 

appropriate for each identified funder, and what level of  

funding you should request 
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Examine       Question 

Study Closely 



  

 

 

 

1. Does funder support your area of 

interest? 

2. Does funder make grants in your 

geographic area? 

3. Is your organization eligible to 

apply? 

4. What size grants does  funder 

make to organizations such as 

yours? (990-PF) 

5. Can you find a connection? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Important questions .  .  .  .  

What do I need to 
know? 

What’s the 
right 
amount to 
request? 

Is this 
the best 
use of 
my 
time? 
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The Foundation Center 
(Fdn.org) 

 

 

Guidestar.org 

 

 

GrantDomain.org 
(tgci.com) 

 

 

990-PF Tax Return 
(Guidestar.org or Fdn.org) 

Research Tools 
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Where, or where  .  .  .  . ? 



 

 

• State foundation directories 

• Foundation websites 

• Foundation annual reports    

and printed guidelines 

• Other organizations that 

received grant funds  

 

 

Other Important Research Tools 
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First, Look Close To Home 

 Then Branch Out! 

? 

Funders close by are most likely to be interested in your work. 

Your organization is more likely to have connections. . 

City 
County 

State 

Region 

? 
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 The Foundation Center – www.fdncenter.org 

Fee-Based services 

necessary for strategic 

search 

Best = Foundation Directory 

Online Professional 

Cooperating Collections 

throughout U.S. provide free 

access 
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www.guidestar.org 
• 3 Years of 990-PFs 

for free – just 

register 

 

 

• Information on ALL 

nonprofit 

organizations 

 

• Search by zip code 

and foundations will 

show up along with 

your colleague 

nonprofits 

 

• Free, easy way to 

locate foundations 

within a specific 

area 

 

• THEN check out 

their 990-PF 



Fee-Based service  

that includes private & 

government funders 

 

Foundations=includes 

those that accept 

unsolicited proposals or 

that occasionally issue 

calls for proposals 

 

Corporate Giving 

Programs = by city or  

zip code. 

 

Simple & user friendly 

 

     www.tgci.com 



     Managing Information 
 

Hard Files (stored alphabetically) 

- Listing from database 

- Pages from 990-PF 

- Pages from website 

- Notes on connections to foundation 

- Notes on contacts with foundation  

- Contact information for promising  

  foundations that do not accept proposals 

- Copies of proposals 

- Copies of award letters 

 

Key Lists  (hard copy or database) 

1) Foundations with deadlines  (arranged by deadline) 

2) Foundations without deadlines  (alphabetically) 

3) Foundations that do not accept applications (with notes) 
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Visit www.tgci.com 

 

Many resources – some free and some for a fee 

 

Class schedule and information about brining a workshop to 

your community 

 

New publication that provides extensive information on 

funder research and includes 3 electronic forms for managing 

funder information should be available for sale digitally next 

week 

http://www.tgci.com/


The Webinar concluded with a live demonstration of a web-

based grant search tools. 

 

 

This Webinar was recorded live.   

To view this recording please visit:  

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/mywaterquality/monitoring_coun

cil/collaboration_network/index.shtml#webinar 


